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Chapter I

Destination: Wallimzford

We envision Wallingford  as a community that steadily continues to get better, without losing the
best of what we have. This neighborhood plan represents aspirations for our future that will, as
they are realized, sustain our community even as it grows and matures. WEaving Wallingford,

one of the key concepts to arise from this plan, will provide new and better means of communicating and
sharing resources, and will help the community to act strategically to meet our needs, fulfill our dreams,
and celebrate our successes. Through this effort, we look forward to a community better able to join together,
as informed citizens and as volunteers, to make decisions and to make good things happen, WEaving
Wallingford will strengthen the community organizations that make Wallingford work, and help keep the
goals of this Plan in sight over time.

Wallingford’s  educational facilities and
programs will be preserved and improved
through increased community activism on
behalf of excellent schools and better
community dialogue with the Seattle School
District. Public school facilities will be even
greater community assets than they are now,
with more community-wide use for recreation
and continuing education, and appropriate
public investment in their upkeep and
improvement. Our library will  ha”e  a
permanent home, with room to grow into an

~pOrt~t  cater  Of cOmm~v  activity. me safev Of children ~d peOple Of all ages will  be efi~ced by
pedestrian improvements, measures to reduce traffic problems on our narrow neighborhood streets, and a
more extensive Block Watch network. Children will have opportunities to learn about civic involvement
through community activities and information on the Web, and will join with adults in making decisions
about our community’s future.

People of various backgrounds will increasingly find Wallingford  a welcoming and supportive community,
aided by neighbors who reach out, and community activities that celebrate our diverse heritage.

Prepared by Community Come&ion page 4
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Wallingford will experiment with modest means of encouraging the diversity we value, such as helping
elderly people stay in their homes by facilitattig  creation of Accessory Dwelling Units. Volunteers and
human service organizations will join together to assist those in need, and neighbors will be better informed
of where to find help when it is needed.

While the cost of living in Wallingford
will likely rise, Wallingford  will
continue to provide a wide range of
housing opportunities for all stages in
life, with services located close to home
and affordable and convenient
transportation alternatives available to
everyone. By keeping zoning as it
currently stands, we can ensure the
stability that the community needs to
cope with the growth already allowed
by our zoning. By developing design
guidelines for key areas of our
neighborhood, such as along several
parts of N 45th St. and along Stone Way north of 40th St., we can ensure that the quality of life for those
who live in Wallingford will not be lost as residential and commercial property develops. Information
about our neighborhood’s natural, architectural, and cultural history will be embodied in these guidelines
and will also help guide the overall stewardship of our environment, from landmarks like the public
schools and the Good Shepherd Center to the tiniest bungalows, from Lake Union, Gas Works Park, the
playfields  and playgrounds, to our street trees and backyards. We will celebrate our best green spaces and
architecture in community-wide events that reward the many people who maintain and create them.

We envision a community that finds most of the goods and services we need close to home in thriving
commercial areas (such as along 45th St. and Stone Way) with many locally owned businesses. Shared
parking resources, improved business district marketing, and increased patronage by neighborhood residents
will help ensure the well-being of our business community. The needs of the growing number of home-based
businesses will be met by new services and facilities in the commercial area, and their presence will
strengthen the business community in Wallingford,  at the same time as it reduces the need for travel outside
the neighborhood for employment. Pedestrian and traffic improvements and place-making design elements
will reinforce the small-town character of our business district while facilitating smooth movement of
people to and through the area.

Transportation alternatives, including walking, bicycling, busing, and driving, will be made easier and
safer with improvements to arterials and neighborhood access streets. Especially on side streets that have
become regular shortcuts or have wide roadways that encourage higher speeds than are safe for residential
areas, traffic calming devices will help control both speed and volume without reducing mobility.
Arterials  will be made more efficient for transit, pedestrians, and adjoining businesses without reducing
capacity or restricting the movement of goods. We will develop sensible street plans for each major corridor
that are tailored to the areas they serve. Changes in cmiunercial  street configurations will be developed
and implemented only with approval and endorsement the majority of businesses on those streets, T’&
streets of Wallingford,  already famous for their views of Lake Union and downtown, will become the new
living room of our community, uniting rather than dividing neighbors, and will continue to accumulate the
richness and variety that makes a walk in Wallingford a destination in itself. Just imagine.

Prepared by Comtity  Connection page 5
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